Position Statement on Bill SB1276 Breed Specific Legislation

My name is ______________________________ and I live at__________________________________________________ and I support reasonable, non breed specific, dangerous dog laws that protect my safety and the safety of my community, along with protecting my rights as a responsible dog owner. I DO NOT support Bill SB1276.
BSL(breed specific legislation) is unconstitutional and ineffective. 
-The United States Supreme Court - Nicchia v. People of the State of New York 254 U.S.
228 (1920) : gave police the power to regulate and control dangerous dogs with drastic
measures, as long as it does not infringe on the dog owner’s right to liberty with due process.
- The Alabama Supreme Court - WAF/Sheila Tack v. Huntsville Alabama (2002): upheld a
decision that pit bulls were no more inherently dangerous than any other breed. This case
was very costly to the city of Huntsville.
- The Toledo Municipal Court- Tellings v. City of Toledo CRB-02-15267 (ACF 2005): ruled
American Pit Bull Terriers are not dangerous and granted dog owner’s due process rights.
- The Ohio Supreme Court - State v. Cowan (103 Ohio St. 3d 144, 2004-Ohio-4777)(2004)
struck down ORC955:11 which declared the "Pit Bull" vicious, because it violates our rights
to be heard (due process).
- Westbury, NY (Spring 2003) court ruled that the city’s BSL was unconstitutional and
repealed the law.

Among dozens of long term studies involving BSL, one of the longest in duration was in the Netherlands, where, in 2008, after a 15 year ban of Pit Bull dogs, research proved that it did not improve public safety and dog bite incidents did not decrease. In fact, In June 2008, a report regarding the United Kingdom's Dangerous Dog Act of 1991 was issued.   According to the report commissioned by pet insurer, LV, the number of people hospitalized for dog attacks has increased by almost 50% in the past decade -- this is despite having breed specific legislation in place since 1991. As you already know, Miami’s 20 year Breed Ban has furthermore not increased safety, but instead, increased city expenses significantly. 

While it is sensational and newsworthy to showcase certain breeds, leaving the public in fear of them, anyone who has watched Cesar Milan or many other “famous” dog trainers, these same dogs, or breeds of dogs can just as easily become a harmonious part of the family, and canine good citizen, just as the neighbors Golden Retriever. It is proven that almost ANY dog, if given the appropriate environment, can become an aggressive and dangerous guard dog by simply withholding food, affection and human interaction. Therefore, it is the OWNER who must be held responsible for the actions of their dogs, not the dog itself.  As a matter of fact, MANY of these “dangerous breeds” currently, and have over the years, served as military dogs, service dogs, and K9 officers.

The cost to the taxpayers is significant with BSL. With the current economic climate, it is almost impossible for someone to simply pack up and relocate to a new county, for fear that their “family member” of many years, with be destroyed. Your support of Breed Banning of ANY kind, will force law abiding citizens like myself, to live as a criminal, or force me to an almost impossible situation of moving my life elsewhere. As you know, in these times, that could mean certain detriment for me and my family.  If you have ever experienced, or seen someone who has, saying goodbye to a terminally ill dog, who is a real family member, the pain is real. So, with BSL, we either live in our own homes as criminals, or we move away, or, surrender our dogs to the county officials to be ultimately killed.

• Costs associated with BSL may include:
- Payroll for additional Animal Control officers to enforce the legislation.
- Kenneling cost to house the pets that are seized or given up.
- Additional vet care for animals who are seized because the breed has been banned or
restricted. These dogs are held by the city or county while owners work to meet restriction
requirements, or file lawsuits to fight the ban.
- Court costs (Many responsible dog owners are choosing to fight these laws in courts and
they are winning the cases). Since a Pit Bull is not a “breed” of dog, the only way to identify is by appearance and many will take the time and expense to fight this.
- Baltimore, MD estimated that in 2001 it cost the city $750,000.00 a year to enforce their
BSL and they repealed it in favor of a non-breed specific law.

Most sensationalized “Dangerous Breed” attacks have extenuating circumstances that have not been shared with the public. Nationwide, by average, 87 percent of dog bites are from male in-tact dogs. I believe that stronger enforcement of existing dangerous dog laws will be most effectual.  Requiring licensing of all dogs, with higher significantly higher fees for in-tact dogs (breeders can have separate licensing) and stiff penalties for those in violation will be most effective and will bring in considerable revenue for the municipality.
 If they are not already in place, lobby for protection from untrained and unsupervised dogs of any breed or mix. This is a broad-based effort that protects all citizens as any dog can bite and be a nuisance when owned by an irresponsible owner. Those who would deliberately train a dog to act aggressively towards people or other animals, or to use dogs in the commission of a felony or misdemeanor should face additional penalties.

I feel so strongly about this bill, that if you support this bill, no matter what other issues you do or do not maintain, I will not support you in the coming election. I will continue to observe your campaign and position on this matter. It is that important to me. 

I hope you will consider all of the above facts and realize that it is in our county’s best interest, both for community as well as fiscally to NOT support Bill SB1276.  


Sincerely,




Date____________








MAIL by US Mail   ….AND fax to the following:

Sen Mike Bennett                                                    Sen Gary Siplin
1436 North Pine Hills Road                                    Wildewood Professional Park, Suite 90
Orlando, FL 32808                                                   3653 Cortez Road West
(407) 297-2071                                                         Bradenton, FL 34210
FAX (407) 522-2153                                                 FAX (941) 727-6352


Sen Gary Siplin                                                          Sen Thad Altman
1436 North Pine Hills Road                                     6767 North Wickham Road 
Orlando, FL 32808                                                    Suite 211
(407) 297-2071                                                         Melbourne, FL 32940
FAX (407) 522-2153                                                 (321) 752-3138  


Sen Ted Deutch                                                         Sen Rudy Garcia
15340 Jog Road, Suite 201                                     7475 West Fourth Avenue
Delray Beach, FL 33446-2170                                 Hialeah, FL 33014-4327
(561) 496-5939                                                         (305) 364-3191
FAX (561) 496-5941                                                  FAX (888) 284-8594

Sen Tony Hill Sr                                                          Sen Jeremy Ring
5600 New Kings Road                                               5790 Margate Blvd.
Suite 5                                                                         Margate, FL 33063  
Jacksonville, FL 32209-2146                                    (954) 917-1392
(904) 924-1646                                                          FAX (954) 917-1394 
FAX (904) 924-1648

Sen Ronda Storms                                                      Sen Stephen Wise
Lithia Oaks Business Center                                      1460 Cassat Avenue Ste B
421 Lithia Pinecrest Road                                         Jacksonville, FL 32205
Brandon, FL 33511                                                     (904) 381-6000
(813) 651-2189                                                            FAX (904) 381-6040
FAX (813) 651-2188


Sen John Thrasher (voted against SB1276)            Sen Andy Gardiner (voted against SB1276)
 9485 Regency Square Blvd., Suite 108                   1013 East Michigan Street
Jacksonville, FL 32225-8145                                      Orlando, FL 32806
(904) 727-3600                                                             (407) 428-5800
FAX (904) 727-3603                                                     (thank them)
(thank them)
